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Growing data centers in the Valley pose 
minor impacts on neighboring communities

Cyxtera Technologies, which provides data colocation, is one of 
the many companies that have made contributed to the rising 
numbers of data centers in the Valley. [Independent Newsme-
dia/Arianna Grainey]

By Melissa Rosequist
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Collaboration appears to be the name of the game, as the 
newest owners of Smoke Tree resort are confi dent they can 
bring forward a winning development for the town of Par-
adise Valley.

Describing a welcoming, boutique and luxury resort — that 
will not include for-sale units — Scottsdale-based Walton 
Global Holdings plans to bring ideas forward later this fall. 

“Our goal is for this reimagined resort to become comfort-
able and welcoming to the residents of Paradise Valley,” said 
Walton Global CEO Bill Doherty. “We want to become the ‘liv-
ing room’ for the town — welcome to everyone.” 

Walton Global Holding bought Smoke Tree Resort for $14 
million on June 29 from former owners Gentree LLC. The 
1950s Smoke Tree Resort was fi rst approached for revital-
ization in early 2018 when Gentree, originally known as Ge-

• See Smoke Tree on page 5

Caroline Yu
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Around the Valley and 
country, construction of data 
centers is on the rise as peo-
ple continue to rely on and 

have a need for cloud-based 
storage options among oth-
er digital data services; but 
especially here in Arizona, 
there’s concern for wheth-
er such massive projects 

are environmentally feasi-
ble with a steadily growing 
population and an uncertain 
supply of water. 

Companies look to sustainable measures with new 
construction for water, energy

• See Data Center on page 8
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FROM THE COVER

neva Holdings, took a hold of 
the property. Despite multi-
ple attempts to bring a rede-
velopment plan to fruition, 
plans failed to pass town of 
Paradise Valley scrutiny. 

Since news broke about 
the defunct resort being pur-
chased, it’s been a topic of in-
terest within Paradise Val-
ley as the community waits 

to hear what Walton Global 
will propose. The property 
has been sitting, closed, for 
several years. 

The Walton team say they 
will be open and willing to 
hear what the community 
wants. 

“It is unfortunate that 
past ideas did not work for 
the previous owners and oth-
er interested parties,” said 
Doherty. “However, we have 
researched those groups and 
heard what the residents at-

large have 
stated. We 
believe we 
have lis-
tened to 
Pa r a d i s e 
Valley res-
idents and 
the town of 
Paradise Valley and will con-
tinue to listen as part of the 
planning process.”

Doherty says the group is 

Smoke Tree 
• From page 1

Bill Doherty

• See Smoke Tree on page 9
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setting the bar high for them-
selves to provide a fi nished 
product that everyone, in-
cluding the community and 
tourists, will be proud of. 

“The location and land-
use of this particular par-
cel is one of a kind in the 
town,” said Doherty. “We 
feel honored to be the own-
ers of such a special proper-
ty and we want to get our de-
velopment right. We believe 
we can achieve this by work-
ing collaboratively with Par-
adise Valley residents and 
elected offi cials in the town.”

Paradise Valley Town 
Council member Mark Stan-
ton says it will be exciting 
to see what the new 
owner proposes and 
how it may blend 
in with the world-
class resorts in the 
community already. 
Stanton, who’s in his 
third term on coun-
cil, was among those 
who saw what pre-
vious ideas were proposed. 

“I am grateful for the in-
vestment into our town, 
which helps provide for im-
portant town services for our 
residents and will help offset 
the need for a property tax. I 
am hoping for an application 
design that has charm and 
character with low density 
and height,” Stanton said.

Stanton touched on what 
ideas had been attempted in 
the past by the former own-
ers. He says, despite good in-
tentions and initial design 

concepts, the previous appli-
cants aspired to height and 
density, which do not fi t at 
the Smoke Tree location or 
match the low-density char-
acter of Paradise Valley.

“I would strongly encour-
age that the applicant 
carefully studies the 
previous challenges of 
earlier applications, 
pay close attention to 
the SUP guidelines 
and be thoughtful 
about how their pro-
posal and design will 
enhance the proper-

ty and not detract from the 
character of the town that is 
so cherished and protected,” 
Stanton said. “More specif-
ically, I am hopeful that the 
applicant will be thoughtful 
about aesthetics, parking 
and low density.” 

Withey Morris attorney 
Jason Morris, who is work-
ing with Walton Global Hold-
ings, says he has the person-
al knowledge and experience 
to meet the desires of what 
the town wants out of Smoke 
Tree. Morris says he knew 

the original Smoke Tree Re-
sort owners since his high 
school days, knew the his-
tory of the property and has 
an understanding of land use 
within Paradise Valley. 

“It seemed like the only 
people who would be able 
to have success with this 
property are the people who 
have the wherewithal to do 
it right,” Morris said. 

“Someone who was will-
ing to pay the price, willing 
to solicit the town’s input, the 
community’s input — I think 
that will be the two most im-
portant things in getting this 
property entitled.” 

Morris points out that 
many things done in Par-
adise Valley are through a 
consensus, with all parties 
agreeing upon a solution.

“What’s gotten approved 
and what’s been support-
ed, it’s land use that’s been 
agreed upon,” said Morris. 
“It’s not developer driven, 
not even town staff driv-
en. It has to be a combina-
tion of what the communi-
ty is looking for and what 

makes sense for the devel-
oper. I think that’s what we’ll 
see in the coming months.”

Morris and Doherty both 
point to more information 
being available later this fall. 
Morris said there is not an 
identified timeline Walton 
Global is tied to. 

“In the coming weeks, we 
will first engage the town 
of Paradise Valley and then 
the neighbors, followed by 
a charrette type process, 
which will take place at the 
existing Smoke Tree Re-
sort,” Doherty said. “We 
hope that Paradise Valley 
residents are interested in 
our initial vision for the new 
hotel and encourage all to 
join us so we can continue 
to develop the vision further 
together.”

Doherty describes that 
the new hotel will be a “via-
ble, usable, attractive look-
ing property.”

“We will not have ‘for-sale’ 
residential units. This is go-
ing to be an exclusive, small 
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 Take the high road. Respond to the topic — not 
the person. Refrain from demonizing others for their 
opinions. Assume those you disagree with are, like you, 
genuinely interested in improving the community.

 Be respectful. Bullying, public humiliation, insults, 
name-calling, harassment and threats directed at 
another person — or that person’s race, gender, 
religion, ethnicity, etc. — have no place in civil dis-
cussions. Find ways to respectfully disagree without 
questioning someone’s character or motives.

 Be truthful. Base your opinions/arguments on 
facts. Value honesty. Make only accurate statements 
when making your point and avoid exaggeration 
and stereotypes. When appropriate, cite your sources 
of information that others may question. 

 Don’t misrepresent. Always identify your opin-
ions as opinions (not stating opinions as facts). Never 
misrepresent the views of others or falsely claim your 
opinions represent someone else. If quoting the 
words of others, identify and credit the source.

 Listen and learn. It’s both polite and respectful 
to listen to those we disagree with (as well as those 
we support) and be genuine in our attempts to 
understand their point of view. Expand your mind by 
thoughtfully seeking out views that don’t agree with 
your own.

 Look for common ground. When disagreeing 
with others, look for even small areas of agreement 
— which can be the gateway to working together for 
the greater good.

 Respect privacy. Keep private things private — 
whether it involves your own information or those 
with whom you disagree. Revealing private informa-
tion about someone else is rude, unethical, potential-
ly harmful and, in many cases, illegal.

 Set a good example. Practice civil behavior 
online as well as in public and in your interaction 
with others. Encourage others to practice these civil 
behaviors. And it’s OK to challenge disrespectful 
behavior — but be courteous, respectful and helpful 
in your approach.

Civility
Checklist
How to engage in respectful, honest 
& civil dialogue about public issues.

7001 North Scottsdale Road   480 948 0777  
BetteridgeJewelers.com

Doors Plus
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Replace / Retrofit / Upgrade old doors
Finish Carpentry / Cabinets & Hardware

CROWN MOULDING & MORE!

(not a lic. contractor)     doorsplus@cox.net

W.L. Graves
(602)788-1105

35 Years Experience
Impeccable References
Satisfaction Guaranteed
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Smoke Tree 
• From page 5

Jason Morris

• See Smoke Tree on page 26

Applications for redevelopment go through scrutiny and an approval process at Paradise Valley 
Town Hall, pictured above. [Independent Newsmedia/Arianna Grainey]
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these investments to make 
sure they have enough wa-
ter for golf, because Scott-
sdale has determined that 
that resort economy is a re-
ally good thing for Scotts-
dale,” she said. 

Thinking of environmen-
tal sustainability, it’s a diffi -
cult subject to make abso-
lute statements about what 
is the best practice for water 
or energy management, as 
the defi nition can vary from 
person to person, Porter ex-
plained. As she phrased it, 
sustainability can be kind of 
a “mushy” term.

Keeping a balanced water 
portfolio can ensure that wa-
ter is going to the right plac-
es, but it doesn’t mean that 
everyone will agree with 
where water is being allo-
cated, as seen in Scotts-
dale’s affi nity for golfi ng and 
the growing Meta campus 
near Mesa.

In talking of increased sus-
tainable practices in data 
centers and whether the 
Valley can withstand any-
more, Porter also supported 
Moran’s ideas of improving 
technology that is making 
data centers less heavy wa-

ter users. 
Another point she made is 

that while there are improve-
ments in technology, replac-
ing data center systems ev-
ery time there’s an upgrade 
could pose more of an envi-
ronmental cost. When the 
technology is installed at a 
center, that is the technolo-
gy that will be used for the 
lifetime of the project, Por-
ter explained. 

As the number of data 
centers continues to grow 
in Valley cities, it may be im-
portant for residents to as-
sess how they contribute to 
the problem if they consid-
er data centers a major en-
vironmental concern. Porter 
even admits to using cloud 
storage herself because of 
how it plays a large role in 
her day to day life. 

“I have a lot of photos on 
my phone that I don’t care 
about, and I’ve got docu-
ments in the cloud that I 
should go delete, but we are 
all creating this need for 
data centers,” Porter said. 
“We’re all doing stuff all the 
time that are helping to cre-
ate this need for data centers. 
I don’t think we think enough 
about the water footprint of 
our cloud storage.”

Data Center
• From page 12

luxury boutique hotel that 
places an emphasis on an 
upscale lifestyle with a phe-
nomenal food and beverage 
experience,” Doherty said, 
adding that their food and 
beverage partner is a Phoe-
nix native and one of the top 
chefs in the state. “Growing 
up in Arizona he also has a 
great appreciation for the 
history of the Smoke Tree 
Resort and the surround-
ing area that will be incor-
porated in the dining expe-
rience. We are certain that 
many Paradise Valley resi-
dents have, and continue to 
frequent his restaurants.” 

Walton Global Holding 
is also working with local, 
award-winning architect Al-

len-Philp, who is no strang-
er to the Paradise Valley and 
Scottsdale hospitality sector. 
The architectural fi rm’s port-
folio includes The Sanctuary, 
The Boulders and Fairmont 
Princess. 

Morris says Walton Global 
is an out-of-the-box thinker, 
and is treating Smoke Tree 
as a gateway piece to Para-
dise Valley. 

“I think the only thing that 
everyone agrees upon, at this 
point, is that what’s there is 
not really acceptable for Par-
adise Valley,” said Morris. 
“We’re fortunate that we’ve 
got some fl exibility, a proper-
ty at the center of the town 
would be a little bit different. 
The most important thing 
we can do at this stage is to 
listen. It’s more important 
than talking about fi nancial 
viability.” 

Smoke Tree 
• From page 9
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other gator. 
Without a tail, alligators 

are in danger of drown-
ing. Russ Johnson, presi-
dent of PHS, said in the In-
dependent article that Mr. 
Stubbs would get stuck on 
his back and not be able to 
right himself. 

“We had to teach him to 
swim by dog paddling, like 
you teach a child to swim,” 
Johnson was quoted as say-
ing. 

Mr. Stubbs’ prosthet-
ic tail took over a year to 
develop to order to create 
one that was the right size 
and weight to restore nor-
mal posture and movement 
while walking and balance 
in the water. 

Researchers at Midwest-

ern University and the team 
at the CORE Institute 
worked together to find a 
solution for Mr. Stubbs. The 
prosthesis was covered in 
Dragon Skin, a lightweight, 
fl exible silicone material of-
ten used for special effects 
and animatronics in fi lms, 
as well as prosthetics.

The fi nal step was creat-
ing a harness system to se-
curely affix the new pros-
thetic tail to the alligator’s 

body, without creating any 
pressure points that could 
cause discomfort or skin 
breakdown over time.

The Phoenix Herpetolog-
ical Sanctuary is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profi t organization and 
is a statewide facility that in-
cludes a surrender facility, 
education program, sum-
mer camps and rescue and 
rehabilitation. They take un-
wanted or rescued reptiles. 

Reptiles
• From page 20

NEIGHBORS

The Valley has a new phil-
anthropic organization with 
some familiar faces. 

The organization former-
ly known as the Scottsdale 
20/30 Club has established 
itself as an independent 
nonprofit called The Sa-
guaros, effective July 1, ac-
cording to a press release. 

The new nonprofi t has the 
same mission of support-
ing Arizona children’s chari-
ties and is composed of phil-
anthropic leaders between 
the ages of 20 and 39. Ear-
lier this year, the Scottsdale 
20/30 Club announced over 
$1 million in grant funding to 
48 Arizona children’s chari-
ties. In conjunction with the 
announcement of the new 

organization, The Sagua-
ros have also announced a 
$500,000 grant to Phoenix 
Children’s Hospital Founda-
tion, payable over two years.

“We have grown signifi -
cantly since The Scott-
sdale Active 20/30 Club 
was fi rst founded in 1987,” 
said Saguaros President, 
Evan Weishar. “Last year, 
we raised nearly $2 million 
through our signature fund-
raising events — a record 
for the organization. As a 
collective team, we all de-
cided the time was right to 
establish ourselves as an 
independent organization 
dedicated to serving Arizo-
na’s children.”

While the organization 

will have a new brand iden-
tity as The Saguaros, much 
will remain the same, the 
press release stated. The 
focus of the organization’s 
fundraising is to serve Ar-
izona children’s charities. 
All former members of the 
Scottsdale 20/30 Club re-
applied and were accepted 
as offi cial members in the 
new Saguaros organization. 

The signature fundraising 
events will also remain the 
same: NiteFlite golf tour-
nament and gala, which 
will take place Nov. 11-12 at 
McCormick Ranch and the 
W Hotel and The Olympi-
ad Olympic-style fundrais-
er, which is comprised of 
Brokers for Kids, a com-

petition among commer-
cial real estate profession-
als and Agents Benefi ting 
Children, a residential real 
estate professional compe-
tition.

“The Saguaro is the per-
fect symbol for our new or-
ganization,” said Weishar. 
“The iconic Saguaro clearly 
demonstrates our connec-
tion to the home state we 
serve and symbolizes the 
strength and longevity we 
have established over the 
past 35 years. We’re look-
ing to build on a solid foun-
dation of serving Arizona 
children’s charities and con-
tinuing to serve the commu-
nity far into the future.”

Scottsdale Active 20/30 Club announces 
rebranding to The Saguaros

Donates $500K to Phoenix Children’s Hospital Foundation

The new Saguaros nonprofi t has a different name, with the same mission to support Arizona children’s charities. [Submitted photo]
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