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Developers say community
conversations, plans to be
expected later this year

By Melissa Rosequlst
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. Walton Global Holding bought Smoke Tree Resort for $14
million on June 29 from former owners Gentree LLC. The '
- 1950s Smoke Tree Resort was first approached for revital- -
ization in early 2018 when Gentree, originally known as Ge-
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neva Holdings, took a hold of
the property. Despite multi-
ple attempts to bring a rede-
velopment plan to fruition,
plans failed to pass town of
Paradise Valley scrutiny.
Since news broke about
the defunct resort being pur-
chased, it's been a topic of in-
terest within Paradise Val-
ley as the community waits
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to hear what Walton Global
will propose. The property
has been sitting, closed, for
several years.

The Walton team say they
will be open and willing to
hear what the community
wants.

“It is unfortunate that
past ideas did not work for
the previous owners and oth-
er interested parties,” said
Doherty. “However, we have
researched those groups and
heard what the residents at-

large have
stated. We
believe we
have  lis-
tened  to
Paradise
Valley res-
idents and
the town of
Paradise Valley and will con-
tinue to listen as part of the
planning process.”

Doherty says the group is

Bill Doherty

* See Smoke Tree on page 9
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setting the bar high for them-
selves to provide a finished
product that everyone, in-
cluding the community and
tourists, will be proud of.
“The location and land-
use of this particular par-
cel is one of a kind in the
town,” said Doherty. “We
feel honored to be the own-
ers of such a special proper-
ty and we want to get our de-
velopment right. We believe
we can achieve this by work-
ing collaboratively with Par-
adise Valley residents and
elected officials in the town.”
Paradise Valley Town
Council member Mark Stan-
ton says it will be exciting
to see what the new
owner proposes and
how it may blend & ?
in with the world-
class resorts in the
community already.
Stanton, who's in his
third term on coun-

who saw what pre-
vious ideas were proposed.
“I am grateful for the in-
vestment into our town,
which helps provide for im-
portant town services for our
residents and will help offset
the need for a property tax. I
am hoping for an application
design that has charm and
character with low density
and height,” Stanton said.
Stanton touched on what
ideas had been attempted in
the past by the former own-
ers. He says, despite good in-
tentions and initial design
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Applications for redevelopment go through scrutiny and an approval process at Paradise Valley
Town Hall, pictured above. [Independent Newsmedia/Arianna Grainey]

concepts, the previous appli-
cants aspired to height and
density, which do not fit at
the Smoke Tree location or
match the low-density char-
acter of Paradise Valley.

“I'would strongly encour-
age that the applicant
carefully studies the
previous challenges of
earlier applications,
pay close attention to
the SUP guidelines
and be thoughtful
about how their pro-
posal and design will
enhance the proper-
ty and not detract from the
character of the town that is
so cherished and protected,”
Stanton said. “More specif-
ically, I am hopeful that the
applicant will be thoughtful
about aesthetics, parking
and low density.”

Withey Morris attorney
Jason Morris, who is work-
ing with Walton Global Hold-
ings, says he has the person-
alknowledge and experience
to meet the desires of what
the town wants out of Smoke
Tree. Morris says he knew

the original Smoke Tree Re-
sort owners since his high
school days, knew the his-
tory of the property and has
anunderstanding of land use
within Paradise Valley.

“It seemed like the only
people who would be able
to have success with this
property are the people who
have the wherewithal to do
it right,” Morris said.

“Someone who was will-
ing to pay the price, willing
to solicit the town’s input, the
community’s input — [ think
that will be the two most im-
portant things in getting this
property entitled.”

Morris points out that
many things done in Par-
adise Valley are through a
consensus, with all parties
agreeing upon a solution.

“What's gotten approved
and what’s been support-
ed, it’s land use that’s been
agreed upon,” said Morris.
“It’s not developer driven,
not even town staff driv-
en. It has to be a combina-
tion of what the communi-
ty is looking for and what

makes sense for the devel-
oper. [ think that’s what we’l
see in the coming months.”

Morris and Doherty botk
point to more informatior
being available later this fall
Morris said there is not ar
identified timeline Waltor
Global is tied to.

“In the coming weeks, we
will first engage the towr
of Paradise Valley and ther
the neighbors, followed by
a charrette type process
which will take place at the
existing Smoke Tree Re-
sort,” Doherty said. “We
hope that Paradise Valley
residents are interested ir
our initial vision for the new
hotel and encourage all tc
join us so we can continue
to develop the vision further
together.”

Doherty describes that
the new hotel will be a “via-
ble, usable, attractive look-
ing property.”

“We will not have ‘for-sale
residential units. This is go-
ing to be an exclusive, smal
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Smoke Tree
* From page 9

luxury boutique hotel that
places an emphasis on an
upscale lifestyle with a phe-
nomenal food and beverage
experience,” Doherty said,
adding that their food and
beverage partner is a Phoe-
nix native and one of the top
chefs in the state. “Growing
up in Arizona he also has a
great appreciation for the
history of the Smoke Tree
Resort and the surround-
ing area that will be incor-
porated in the dining expe-
rience. We are certain that
many Paradise Valley resi-
dents have, and continue to
frequent his restaurants.”
Walton Global Holding
is also working with local,
award-winning architect Al-

len-Philp, who is no strang-
er to the Paradise Valley and
Scottsdale hospitality sector.
The architectural firm’s port-
folio includes The Sanctuary,
The Boulders and Fairmont
Princess.

Morris says Walton Global
is an out-of-the-box thinker,
and is treating Smoke Tree
as a gateway piece to Para-
dise Valley.

“I think the only thing that
everyone agrees upon, at this
point, is that what's there is
not really acceptable for Par-
adise Valley,” said Morris.
“We're fortunate that we've
got some flexibility, a proper-
ty at the center of the town
would be alittle bit different.
The most important thing
we can do at this stage is to
listen. It’s more important
than talking about financial
viability.”
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